
    REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COMMISSION 

OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS  

DECEMBER 16, 2013 

6:30 P.M. 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED THAT THERE CAME AND WAS HELD A REGULAR MEETING OF 

THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF DUMAS, TEXAS IN THE DUMAS 

COMMISSION CHAMBERS/MUNICIPAL COURT ROOM, 124 EAST 7TH STREET OF 

SAID CITY: 

 

Members Present:                Mayor Pat L. Sims 

      Mayor Pro Tem David M. Bonner 

                   Commissioner Michael L. Funk 

      Commissioner Vernon McDowell 

       Commissioner Steve Bodnar   

       City Manager Vince DiPiazza 

                             City Attorney Tom Moore 

 

Others Present:  Jim Nelson, Kim Rehkopf, Dottie Crockett, Marvin Trejo, Reece 

Spencer, Jose Escamilla, Paul J. Jenkins, Sam Cartwright, Meredith Laurent, Cheryl 

Coyle, and John Sanders. 

 

 Mayor Sims called the meeting to order.   

 

Commissioner Bodnar asked about bills from Western Marketing, $2,786.55.  Finance 

Director Dottie Crocket said these costs were for oil and hydraulic oil that is kept in inventory.  

Commissioner Bodnar asked about a bill from Xcel Energy, $997.18. City Secretary Kim 

Rehkopf said that a city employee, solid waste department, hit the pole with the trash truck.  

There was no damage to the trash truck. A motion was made by Commissioner Funk, seconded 

by Commissioner Bodnar, and passed unanimously to approve the December 2, 2013 Regular 

City Commission meeting minutes and paying the bills.  

 

 Mayor Sims opened the Formal Session. 

    

 The Commission discussed a proposal regarding the disposition of the golf course 

restaurant equipment. Commissioner Funk said Herbert and Michelle Olivarez submitted a letter 

that stated he said that maybe the city would buy their restaurant equipment. Commissioner Funk 

said he would like to clarify that he did not tell Herbert or Michelle Olivarez that, but stated the 

Commission would consider their proposal if they wanted to put it on the agenda. Commissioner 

Bodnar asked City Attorney Tom Moore what the city could do since the they owed the city 

money.  Mr. Moore said the city could apply a landlord lien until the money owed has been paid.  

Mr. Moore said the property could be declared abandoned, and after a reasonable period of time if 

the intent is not to return and claim the equipment, then the equipment is presumed abandoned. 

Mayor Sims said he would like for January 10, 2014 to be the last day that Herbert Olivarez could 

pay the city what is owed or leave his equipment for the city to declare as abandoned. Mayor 

Sims asked Mr. Moore to draft a letter stating what was discussed and the consensus of the 

Commission agreed.  There was no action taken. 

 

 Mayor Sims went back to attending citizens and their business.  John Sanders and Cheryl 

Coyle, representing the First United Methodist Church, presented a check to the city Community 



Assistance Program (CAP) for $1,210.75.  The Commission thanked Mr. Sanders and Ms. Coyle 

for their donation from the First United Methodist Church  to CAP. 

   

Mayor Sims opened the Work Session.  

 

City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented estimated costs concerning the 14th Street lift 

station project. The cost estimate for the 14th Street rehabilitation is $1,747,330 and the cost 

estimated for the relocation to 7th Street is $1,549,610. Mr. DiPiazza said he is looking for the 

Commission to give the go ahead to tell the engineer to proceed with the project. Commissioner 

Funk said the reason to relocate the lift station is the depth and the city would save about one 

quarter of a million dollars.  Mr. DiPiazza said the city will build on their own property and there 

is an existing easement. Commissioner Bodnar asked Mr. DiPiazza to make a courtesy phone call 

to the adjoining property owner. Commissioner Bodnar said the camera was ran 400 feet and it 

should be completed. The line is approximately 6,000 to 8,000 feet. The consensus of the 

Commission agreed to relocate the 14th Street lift station to 7th Street, finish running a camera 

through the existing pipe that goes from the waste water treatment plant to the lift station, then 

clean the line.   

 

Lt. Marvin Trejo presented bid specifications for four police units. The specifications 

discussed included the V8 engine and optional V6 engine, the high speed radial tires and 

comparisons between the sedans and the utility vehicles. Lt. Trejo said the utility vehicle has 

higher clearance. The Commission agreed to the police unit specifications for the police 

department.  

 

City Manager Vince DiPiazza presented an update on the following projects:  City is still 

waiting on the as-built drawings on the WWTP.  We are waiting on WestTech, that supplied the 

aerators in the oxidation ditch, to work on their controls to make them connect with our SCADA 

system. Mayor Pro Tem Bonner asked if there has been any negotiating to reimburse the city for 

the design flaw in the scum box and on the pump issue. Mr. DiPiazza said through written 

communication their intent is to not pay. Mr. DiPiazza said Public Works Director Arbie Taylor 

told him that there is not an issue with the pumps as previously thought. Mr. DiPiazza said 

landfill Cell No. 2 excavation continues currently with 625,000 cubic yards of material removed. 

Excavation will be completed this week with over 650,000 cubic yards removed. Installation of 

the liner material will begin January 6, 2014 and should take five weeks for completion. The 

CDBG water line replacement project continues. Weather delays that have stopped or delayed 

work resulted in the contractor asking for an additional 50 days.  It is doubtful he will receive the 

full 50 days. Hydrostatic testing is not passing on 14th Street between Binkley Avenue and Bliss 

Avenue. A portion of the line may need to be excavated to find the leak.  A ten-inch main was 

discovered, and it isn’t on any map or drawings, and will need to be tied-into the 9th Street and 

Bliss Avenue intersection. The city cannot insert a valve over eight-inches so a subcontractor will 

have to do the insertion. The quote is $12,850 which includes the sleeve and the valve.    

 

Meeting adjourned.                     

                                                                                      _____________________________                                                 

                                                                                      Pat L. Sims, Mayor 

ATTEST:   

        

                                                   

_________________________ 

Vince DiPiazza, City Manager 


